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Daventry Council expected to 
decide on wind farm by Christmas 

Following months of detailed work a wind farm at former 
RAF Harrington is cleared to go by all but one of the 
technical and specialist consultees to the planning 
application from Nuon Renewables.  The remaining question 
mark hangs over the relationship between the proposed wind 
farm and the remains of the 1950’s missile launch pads and 
whether the two can successfully co-exist. 

 

The outcome of all the consultations will inform a report by 
planning officers at Daventry District Council which Nuon 
anticipates will go to the Council’s Planning Committee for a 
decision before the end of the year. 

In the spring of this year wind energy specialist Nuon 
Renewables submitted a seven turbine proposal to the 
planning authority, Daventry District Council.  The application 
was supported by an extensive environmental assessment 
and residents informed through a door to door brochure. Pre-
application feedback was invited at a drop-in session at 
Loder Hall in November 2008 and a subsequent community 
newsletter. 

 

Councillors were invited to see for themselves the Burton 
Wold Wind Farm in action and experience how quiet modern 
wind farms are and how Burton Latimer gets on with its wind 
farm neighbour. 

A wind farm at former RAF Harrington offers the opportunity 
of a new use for land that in its time has seen active duty as 
a wartime airfield and a nuclear missile base.  Subject to 
getting planning consent the wind farm will be the first major 
contribution to clean carbon free energy in the Daventry 
District. 

The output of the proposed wind farm is conservatively 
estimated at 36 million kilowatt hours of electricity a year, or 

the equivalent of the average annual consumption of some 
7,000 average households.* 
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Most organisations required or invited to consider the wind 
farm proposal have had no cause to object, these include: 

The Ministry of Defence; 

Directorate of Airspace Policy at the CAA; 

Coventry Airport; 

The Highways Agency; 

The Northants Badger Group; and 

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

Northampton County Council  thinks the wind farm will lead 
to increase use of the Brompton Valley Way and are “in 
agreement to look at creating and promoting circular walks 
from Draughton and Maidwell from the local pub with 
interpretation on turbines, the heritage, and wildlife with the 
involvement of the local community.”   Nuon is agreeing to a 
range of measures to improve and enhance access. 

Natural England  were concerned that 
one of the proposed turbine locations 
posed a risk to bats but as a result of 
consultation Nuon has agreed changes 
with which Natural England are satisfied.  

Northamptonshire County  
Archaeologists  (NCA) wanted 
excavations to see what might be in the 
ground at each proposed turbine and 
Nuon commissioned the work and it has 
been carried out to the satisfaction of 
NCA. 

 

Daventry Environmental Health  requested further noise 
monitoring which has been carried out and confirms the 
initial assessment that the wind farm will operate within the 
required limits. 

English Heritage  finds the relationship between the wind 
farm and heritage sites in the area acceptable but raises 
concerns over whether it would negatively affect the remains 
of the Thor missile base.   Nuon has always seen the missile 
site as an important part of the heritage to be conserved and 
enhanced by the wind farm development.   An authority on 
Cold War heritage was commissioned by Nuon and over the 
page the situation and proposals for mitigating any concerns 
are summarised. 

You can read a summary of the consultation responses that 
the planning department at Daventry Council have received 
on the web site www.harringtonwindfarm.co.uk. 

 

Community opinion 

In December 2008 around 2000 households were sent a 
Community Newsletter and questionnaire. Of those who 
responded over 84% felt that more renewable energy is 
needed and over 51% agreed with the principle of a wind 
farm at former RAF Harrington. 

You can use the website www.harringtonwindfarm.co.uk 
to let us know your opinion about the project. 

* The energy projection is based on a capacity factor of 29%, derived from the theoretical performance 
of a candidate 2MW turbine operating where the Annual Mean Wind Speed (AMWS) is assumed to be 
6.2 m/s at 45m above ground level (AGL) and a sheer exponent of 0.12.   The NOABL UK wind data 
base indicates the AMWS at the Harrington site ranges between 6.6m/s and 6.9m/s at 45m AGL. 
Average domestic consumption is based on figures taken from The Digest of UK Energy Statistics 2005 

Missile launch pad today 

Leisler’s bat 

Archaeological investigation 
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From nuclear missiles to wind turbines 

The Thor Missile site at former RAF Harrington was 
decommissioned in the early 1960’s and there has been no 
conservation work of any significance.   The site has no 
formal heritage status.  However Nuon regards the Cold War 
heritage at RAF Harrington as being of national importance.  

Assessments indicated that the proposed turbines will not 
detract from what remains of the Thor launch pads.  
However, English Heritage has expressed concerns. 

Cold War monuments are relatively new on the heritage 
agenda and Nuon welcomes the opportunity to demonstrate 
how the wind farm can not only positively co-exist with the 
Cold War heritage but enable information, access, and public 
interest that would not otherwise be possible. 
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Nuon’s plans for the wind farm will avoid any physical 
damage to what remains of the missile launch pads.   In 
championing the national importance of the Cold War 
heritage Nuon Renewables is looking to ways in which a 
wind farm development may enable the raising of awareness 
and interest.   For example in the role and context of the 
Harrington base during the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962 
when 3 missiles were standing, fuelled, and ready to be 
launched at the Soviet Union at a moments notice.   
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Nuon has engaged specialist independent consultants to 
assess and advise on ways to protect the fabric of the 
missile site and consider options for appropriate public 
access and interpretation.  The site already benefits from a 
good network of public footpaths.  It is hoped that if the wind 
farm goes ahead it will be possible to design a Cold War 
heritage walk which will also include the nuclear missile site 
and the Carpetbaggers Museum.  Plans may include 
creating a permitted access to the concrete structures that 
form the remnants of the missile launch pads and if 
appropriate undertaking work to improve understanding and 
interpretation.  This may include information boards to tell 
the story of the site and the history of the Thor missile 
programme.   
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Please visit www.harringtonwindfarm.co.uk where you will 
find much more detail about the proposed wind farm. Here 
you will find photomontages of how we expect the site to 
look, a copy of the non-technical summary to download and 
more history on the Thor Missile launch pads.  

There is also an area to pledge your support direct  to 
the planning officer.   

For more information visit the website www.harringtonwindfarm.co.uk or contact Al Hanagan at al@sustrelations.com 

Thor nuclear missile ready for action – 1960s 

Photomontage of wind turbines and a missile launch pad 

Thor nuclear missile launch pad today 


